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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . |EI This communication is responsive to amendment filed August 13, 2009. 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-30 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1. 84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see "REMARKS", filed August 1 3, 2009, with respect to 
claims 1-30 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The U.S.C. 103(a) 
rejection of claims 1-30 has been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-30 are allowed, and are renumbered 1-7, 9, 11-20, 22, 24-30, 8, 10, 21 
and 23, respectively. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Consider claims 1, 8, 10, 13, 14, 17, 19, 20, 23 and 24, the most relevant prior 

art of record, Waesterlid (WO 01/65807 A2) in view of Eiden et al. (US 2002/0168992 
A1 ), and in further view of Kawaguchi et al. (US 2002/0037736 A1 ), and consider 
claims 11, 12, 15, 16, 21, 22, 25 and 26, the most relevant prior art of record, 
Waesterlid (WO 01/65807 A2) in view of Kawaguchi et al. (US 2002/0037736 A1), fails 
to specifically show, disclose or suggest a group ID that includes a user identification 
information of said terminal device of a member who forms the group and including a 
time when the group is formed, and is a unique identifier. 

Waesterlid clearly shows and discloses a plurality of terminal devices connected 
to one another via a communications network, each terminal device having a member 
information storage that stores member information of members who belong to a group 
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that exchange mail via said communications network, said plurality of the terminal 
devices comprising a specific member terminal, an existing member terminal, and a 
newly joining member terminal (connectionless status reporting method that allows 
members of an affinity group to send status information to and receive status 
information from other members of the affinity group, which is well-suited for mobile 
communication networks, wherein each member of the affinity group is provided with a 
communication device. Each communication device includes a memory for storing 
memory status information [pg. 2 lines 15-29]); participation mail receiver that receives 
a participation mail, including member information of a member who newly joins the 
group, from said newly joining member terminal via said communications network (user 
creating the affinity group [specific member terminal] becomes the owner of the group 
and is referred to as the group administrator, who also sends a membership request 
message inviting one or more other users to join the affinity group. Recipients of the 
membership request can reply to the invitation by sending a membership reply message 
either accepting or declining the invitation to join the affinity group [pg. 1 1 lines 1 7-22]); 
new member information mail transmitter that transmits a new member mail, including 
the member information of the newly joining member, to said existing member terminal 
according to information stored in said member information storage via said 
communications network (after joining the affinity group, each existing member receives 
a group update message from the group administrator containing names of the other 
members to the affinity group [pg. 1 1 lines 23-25]); existing member terminal including a 
new member information mail receiver that receives the new member mail (each 
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existing member receives a group update message that contains a list of all members of 
the group, including the newly added member [pg. 11 lines 23-25, pg. 14 lines 3-5]); 
newly joining member terminal including a new participation mail transmitter that 
transmits the new member mail, including self-member information of the newly joining 
member, to said specific member terminal via said communications network (recipients 
of the membership request can reply to the invitation by sending a membership reply 
message either accepting or declining the invitation to join the affinity group. Those 
accepting the invitation are added to the group along with the group administrator [pg. 
1 1 lines 20-23]); existing member information mail receiver that receives the existing 
member mail from a plurality of existing member terminals (new members also receive 
a group update message that contains information concerning the existing members 
and their current status; when the status of a member changes, the peer sends a Status 
Update to every other peer in the affinity group [fig. 5, pg. 1 1 lines 1-14, 26-28]). 

Eiden et al. clearly show and disclose a plurality of terminal devices connected to 
one another via a communications network, the plurality of the terminal devices 
comprising a specific member terminal, an existing member terminal, and a newly 
joining member terminal (a method and apparatus for joining a communication group 
between users of wireless communication devices, comprising at least two users (302, 
305) of communication devices who are members of said group and capable of 
communicating with each other through communication devices, and at least one 
communication device user (301) not belonging to said group, who is capable of 
communicating with at least one member (305) of the communication group through a 
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communication device [abstract, fig. 3a]); specific member terminal includes a first 
member information adder that extracts the member information included in the 
participation mail received by said participation mail receiver and stores the extracted 
member information in the member information storage (potential new member, i.e. 
applicant [newly joining member] applies for membership from an existing member of 
said group. The apply message comprises a request for membership in said group. 
The apply message also comprises at least one of the following identifiers: an identifier 
associated with the applicant, an identifier associated with the applicant's 
communication device, or both the above-mentioned identifiers [paragraphs 23-25]); 
said existing member terminal including a second member information adder that 
extracts the member information included in the received new member mail and stores 
the extracted member information in a member list in the member information storage 
(when there is a membership request, the group member forms a decision on whether 
the applicant is suitable to be a member of the group on the basis of the information, 
and if the member considers the applicant suitable to be a member of the group, the 
member votes for the membership of the applicant and transmits his reply as feedback 
information to the applicant and stores the received information of the applicant in his 
communication device, for instance in a database register, such as a group information 
matrix [paragraph 27]); existing member terminal includes a self-information mail 
transmitter that transmits an existing member mail, including self-member information, 
to said newly joining member terminal via said communications network (when Member 
B receives information that E has become a member and the request for information 
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related to the group, information on E's membership is updated in B's communication 
device. B sends the information to E (reference 317), which information can comprise 
for instance a welcome note to the new member, information on internal matters of the 
group, members or how the group works [fig. 3c, paragraph 35]). 

Kawaguchi et al. clearly show and disclose member information generator that 
generates a member list stored in the member information storage by extracting the 
self-member information from the received existing member mail from the plurality of 
existing member terminals, other than the specific member terminal (upon receiving the 
group communication message 108, the terminal 1D registers a new administration 
information entry including the group identifier and the group kind extracted from the 
received message in the provisional group list 250B. The radio terminal 1B which 
becomes the transmission source of the addition notice message 110 and other radio 
terminals (1A, 1C) of the CUG (closed communication) which have received the 
addition notice message 110 respectively generate the reception confirmation message 
111 and transmits the message to the new terminal 1 D in a unicast manner. The 
reception confirmation message 111 includes a message kind code indicative of the 
reception confirmation, a destination terminal address (address of the radio terminal ID), 
a group identifier, a transmission terminal address and user information of transmission 
terminal. As the user information, the user name is set, for example [paragraphs 6, 83- 
85 and 88]). 

Waesterlid, Eiden et al. and Kawaguchi et al., however, lack the claimed feature 
of group ID including user identification information of said terminal device of a member 
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who forms the group and including a time when the group is formed, and wherein the 
group ID is a unique identifier for each group, therefore this limitation, in conjunction 
with the other limitations recited in amended claims 1 and all independent claims, is 
novel and unobvious in view of the combination of relevant prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAIME M. HOLLIDAY whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8618. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
7:30am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Appiah can be reached on (571) 272-7904. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Jaime M Holliday/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



/Charles N. Appiah/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



